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	There are an estimated 3.35 million illegal immigrants in Pakistan, burdening the country s already strained socio-economic infrastructure, and adding to the crime rate. The administrative efforts to counter the alien populace, so far have met with very limited success in deportation or repatriation of these aliens due to lack of nationality identification documents with the aliens and the unwillingness of the native countries to accept them on deportation. Keeping the above in view and in order to establish the sanctity of right of citizenry the Federal Government promulgated the Foreigners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000. In pursuance of Section 14(D), of the Ordinance, the Federal Government has established an Authority known as National Aliens Registration Authority (NARA) vide Ministry of Interior s SRO No. 6(1)/2001 dated January 4, 2001 with the following functions to perform:
a. Register all the foreigners in Pakistan who immediately before thecommencement of the Foreigners (Amendment) Ordinance, 2000 (promulgated on July 10, 2000) who had no permission to stay in Pakistan. 
b. Issue Work Permits to those aliens seeking employment or running own business. The Authority shall charge a registration fee from those who will get themselves registered, and apply for work permit.

Aliens who get themselves registered with the Authority during the amnesty period announced by the government shall not be proceeded against under the Foreigners Act, 1946, during the unauthorized stay. Minor children of the registered alien will be registered with their parents, and on reaching adulthood will seek their registration in their own right. The registered aliens will not have the right to seek employment or start own business without work permit issued by the Authority. A registered alien will not have the right to shift and settle in any city of Pakistan other than the one indicated in his registration card without permission of the Authority.

The incentives provided to the Aliens under the registration scheme: 

a. A registered alien will enjoy legal status in Pakistan 

b. Punishment envisage in Foreigners Act will not be applicable to registered alien. 

c. A registered alien will be able to apply for work permit after which he / she will be able to seek employment or do own business. 

d. The alien will be able to have better prospects as regards wages / living conditions. 

e. They will be safe from undue harassment from any government agency. 

Excerpt from the Legal Provisions Enshrined in the Foreigners Act, 1946 

Section 14(1) Where any person contravenes any provision of this Act, or of any order made thereunder, or any directions given in pursuance of this act or order, he shall, except as other wise provided herein, be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years and shall also be liable to fine, and if such person has entered into a bond in pursuance of clause (f) of sub-section (2) of section 3, his bond shall be liable to be forfeited and any person bound thereby shall be liable to pay the penalty thereof, or show cause to the satisfaction of the convicting code as to why such a penalty should not be paid.

Where any person knowingly enters into Pakistan illegally, he shall be guilty of an offence under this act and shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years and fine which may extend to then thousand rupees.

Section 14(A) Restriction on release on bail; not withstanding any thing contained in the code of criminal procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), herein after referred to as the said code, any person accused of an offence punishable under sub-section (2) of section 14 shall not be released on bail if there appear reasonable grounds for believing that he has been guilty of such an offence. 

Section 14(B) Deportation pending trial or undergoing sentence of imprisonment: not withstanding any thing contained in this act, the code or any other law for the time being in force, a foreigner having no permission to stay in Pakistan or for whose deportation arrangements have been made by the Federal Government, may, if his presence in Pakistan is not required in connection with any case:

a. With the consent of the Federal Government be permitted by the court trying him for any offence under this act deport from Pakistan; or

b. Under the order of Federal Government be permitted to depart from Pakistan while he is undergoing any sentence passed under this act. 

Section 14(C) A foreigner having no permission to stay in Pakistan, who has been convicted and sentenced to imprisonment under this act shall not be released on the expiry of the sentence and shall continue to remain in custody for a period not exceeding three months to enable arrangements for his deportation to be finalized. 


